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a WELCOME b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! If 
you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to worship with us again. 
Please sign our guest register.

a ORDER OF WORSHIP b

OPENING PRAYER

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your 
presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your 
Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to 
repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day 
in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen.

HYMN 485 O Day of Rest and Gladness 

CONFESSION OF SIN

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You 
by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: 
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)
C: [sing, p. 42]  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us.
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THE ABSOLUTION

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 
upon us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all 
our sins. To all who believe on His name He gives power to become the children 
of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory to God in the Highest)
P: Glory be to God in the highest. 
C: [sing p. 44]  And on earth peace, good will toward men.
 All glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!
 To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended;
 God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again;
 O thank Him for His Goodness!

THE SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45]  And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the Day)
C: Heavenly Father, direct our thoughts to your Son, who bore our sins, paid 

our debt and in whom we are baptized. Keep us in the true faith; strengthen 
us by your Holy Spirit so that in the power of our baptism, we may live godly 
lives as you lead us to everlasting life and salvation. Hear us for Jesus’ sake.

C: [sing, p. 45]  Amen.

READINGS — Christian Worship 3-Year Series  (All readings from the NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

The Old Testament — Ezekiel 2: 1-5
He said to me, “Son of man,[a] stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.”  
As he spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard 
him speaking to me.

He said: “Son of man, I am sending you to the Israelites, to a rebellious 
nation that has rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have been in 
revolt against me to this very day.  The people to whom I am sending you are 
obstinate and stubborn.  Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says.’  
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And whether they listen or fail to listen—for they are a rebellious people—
they will know that a prophet has been among them.

The Epistle — II Corinthians 12: 7-10
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn 
in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with 
the Lord to take it away from me.  But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  
That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.

The Holy Gospel — Mark 6: 1-6
Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples.  
When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who 
heard him were amazed.

“Where did this man get these things?” they asked.  “What’s this 
wisdom that has been given him? What are these remarkable miracles he is 
performing?  Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn’t this Mary’s son and the brother of 
James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? Aren’t his sisters here with us?” And they 
took offense at him.

Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own town, 
among his relatives and in his own home.” He could not do any miracles there, 
except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. He was amazed at 
their lack of faith.

Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village.

RESPONSE

P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46]  God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.

THE CREED

P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of the 
Apostles Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,



  His only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified,
   died and was buried.
  He descended into hell;
  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46}  Amen.

HYMN 212 Lord Jesus, Thou the Church's Head

THE SERMON “Strength In Weakness” II Corinthians 12: 7-10

HYMN VERSE

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence,
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER (Hymn 384)

1 Our Father, throned in heav’n above,         2 Give us this day our daily food
 All glory to Thy name of love.   With all we need of promised good;
 Thy Kingdom come; Thy holy will  And freely all our sins remit
 May earth as well as heav’n fulfill.  As we our debtors freely quit.
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             3 Defend us from the tempter’s ways
     Uphold when tried, when fallen raise:
     For pow’r is Thine, and boundless reign,
     In glory evermore, Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

OFFERING

HYMN VERSE

We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’re the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

HYMN 434 God Moves in a Mysterious Way 

THE COLLECT

P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You 
have given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You gather Your people 
into Your Christian Church. We humbly ask, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that 
we receive Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according to it, and ever 
increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and finally obtain eternal 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing p. 58]  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and 
be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 
peace.

C: [sing p. 59]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 511, vv. 1, 2, 8, 9 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide

CLOSING PRAYER

P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what 
You would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the 
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sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be 
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. 
Amen.

________________________________________________________________________

Organist: Cheryl Heiliger
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July 8-14

Linda Hudson
Jeff Scheberl

Our mission is to proclaim the gospel of Christ through the pure word 
and sacraments, witnessing to the lost, and nurturing fellow believers 
so that they may grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord.  This 

we do through worship, education, service, and fellowship.
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a     ANNOUNCEMENTS     b

Last Week
25 people were present to worship their Savior.

HospitaLized
Mrs Betty Gudseth was hospitalized this past Wednesday and has now 
returned home. Pray for her continued recovery.

CHurCH CounCiL
The monthly meeting of  the Church Council will take place this 
Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

Congregation Meeting
The semi-annual meeting of the congregation will take place next Sunday 
following the Worship Service. Please take note of this meeting.

outdoor serviCe
On July 22nd our Worship Service will be held outside. This is done, in 
part, to remember the early days of our church's beginnings.  Following 
the Service there will be a picnic.  Please use this special Service as an 
occasion to invite family and friends to attend.

BetHany LutHeran CoLLege auxiLiary
The Bethany Lutheran College Auxiliary will hold its annual ice cream 
social on Sunday, July 29th at Abiding Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
406 W. Cottage Grove Road in Cottage Grove at 2:00 p.m.  Bethany 
student Paul Gullixson, son of Pastor Ted and Diane Gullixson, will 
provide musical entertainment.  A Bethany representative will be present 
to answer questions and give an update of the college.  Bring the whole 
family for an enjoyable (and yummy!!) Sunday afternoon outing!!

eLs piCtoraL History
A pictoral history has been published in commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of the reorganization of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
This volume includes more than 400 photographs from the history of the 
synod. This who we are.  This is what we look like.  Here are the wonders 
which God has done. Books are $20 plus $5 shipping. Orders may be sent 
to: Bethany Bookstore, 700 Luther Drive, Mankato, MN 56001.

Just a tHougHt
"A clear conscience makes a soft pillow."


