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O Come, Let Us Adore Him!



a WELCOME b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit!  If you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to 
worship with us again.  Please sign our guest register. 

It’s quiet. It’s still. Joseph prepares for what could be a long night. He’ll 
need a fire to keep Mary warm, strips of cloth for the baby, and fresh 
straw for all to sleep on. The shepherds are keeping watch over their 
flocks in the stillness and the quietness of the night – just as they had 
done so many times before. It is through the stillness of that night and 
through the quietness of those surroundings that the peace of God 
would ring out from the lips of angels. Glory to God! Christ is born! 
Peace on earth! Come and see! Go out and tell! God has come to save 
his people.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Cantor: O come, O come, Emmanuel
 And ransom captive Israel
 That mourns in lonely exile here
 Until the Son of God appear
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
 Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Pastor: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 
the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned . . . For to us a Child 
is born, to us a Son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. – Isaiah 9

Cantor: O come, Thou Root of Jesse, free
 Thine own from Satan's tyranny
 From depths of hell Thy people save
 And give them victory o'er the grave
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 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
 Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Pastor: A Shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will 
bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him, the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord – and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. – 
Isaiah 11

Cantor: O come, Thou Day-Spring, from on high
 And cheer us by your drawing nigh;
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
	 And	death's	dark	shadows	put	to	flight.
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
 Shall come to thee, O Israel.

Pastor: But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of 
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose 
origins are from of old, from ancient times . . . Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a Son 
and will call him Immanuel. – Micah 5 & Isaiah 7

All Sing: O come, Thou Key of David, come,
 And open wide our heavenly home;
 Make safe the way that leads on high,
 And close the path to misery.
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
 Shall come to thee, O Israel.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:	 Almighty	God,	grant	that	the	birth	of	your	only	Son	in	the	flesh	may	set	us	
free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin. We ask this in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

INVOCATION

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

People: Amen.
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OPENING HYMN – #128 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising

INTRODUCTION TO LESSON ONE

THE LESSON – Matthew 1:18-23

Pastor: This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together she was 
found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband 
was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he 
had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

Women: But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, 

Men: “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, 
because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth 
to a Son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his 
people from their sins.” 

Pastor:	 All	this	took	place	to	fulfill	what	the	Lord	had	said	through	the	prophet:
Women: “The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call 

him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.” 

HYMN OF RESPONSE – #145 What Child Is This

INTRODUCTION TO LESSON TWO

THE LESSON – Luke 2:1-7

Pastor: In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken	of	the	entire	Roman	world.	(This	was	the	first	census	that	took	place	
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.)

Women: And everyone went to his own town to register. 
Men: So, Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 
of David. 

Women: He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 
him and was expecting a child. 

Pastor: While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave 
birth	to	her	firstborn,	a	son.	She	wrapped	him	in	cloths	and	placed	him	in	a	
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

HYMN OF RESPONSE – #119 Away in a Manger



INTRODUCTION TO LESSON THREE

THE LESSON – Luke 2:8-16

Pastor:	 And	there	were	shepherds	living	out	in	the	fields	nearby,	keeping	watch	
over	their	flocks	at	night.	An	angel	of	the	Lord	appeared	to	them,	and	the	
glory	of	the	Lord	shone	around	them,	and	they	were	terrified.	But	the	angel	
said to them, 

Men: “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 

Women: Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 

All: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his 
favor rests.” 

Pastor: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, 

Men: “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 

Women: So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was 
lying in the manger. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE – #116 Angels We Have Heard on High 

INTRODUCTION TO LESSON FOUR

THE LESSON – Luke 2:17-20

Pastor: When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 
them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 

Women: But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

Men: The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

HYMN OF RESPONSE – #144 Thy Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We

THE OFFERING                                                                       
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS DAY

Pastor: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that 
a	Savior	has	been	born	for	us.	For	fulfilling	your	prophecies	and	in	the	fullness	
of time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and 
praise.

People: To us a child is born! To us a Son is given!

Pastor: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for 
our salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in 
strips of cloth and lying in a manger.

People: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be 
our Savior.

Pastor: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do 
not know that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the 
shepherds spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for 
all the world, may we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday 
presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard concerning the child.

People: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all 
people.

Pastor: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, 
today and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts.

People: Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN – #138 Joy to the World

THE BLESSING

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

People: Amen.
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THE CLOSING HYMN – Glory to God The Angels Sing

Low in a humble manger
Jesus, the Christ Child, lay,
Watched by the virgin mother,
There on the fragrant hay,
Keeping her loving vigil
Far from the worldly throngs,
When thro’ the night came ringing
Glorious angel songs.
“Glory to God” the angels sing;
Praises to Christ, the heav’nly King
“Peace be on earth, good will to men,”
Hear we the angels sing again!
“Glory to God,” the angels sing,
Praises to Christ, the heav’nly King;
“Peace be on earth, good will to men,
Good will to men.”

Little the loving mother
Dreamed of their meaning then,
How He should die on Calv’ry
Die for the sins of men.
But down the weary ages,
Out from that manger bed
Streams all the light of heaven,
Soon o’er the world to spread.
“Glory to God” the angels sing;
Praises to Christ, the heav’nly King
“Peace be on earth, good will to men,”
Hear we the angels sing again!
“Glory to God,” the angels sing,
Praises to Christ, the heav’nly King;
“Peace be on earth, good will to men,
Good will to men.”
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