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a   WELCOME   b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit! If you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to 
worship with us again. Please sign our guest register.

a   ORDER OF WORSHIP   b
OPENING PRAYER

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your 
presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your 
Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to 
repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by 
day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen.

HYMN 454 Not in Anger, Mighty God 

CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 

that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You 
by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C:	 O	most	merciful	God,	You	have	given	Your	only-begotten	Son	to	die	for	us:	
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and 
by	Your	Holy	Spirit	increase	in	us	a	true	knowledge	of	You,	and	of	Your	will,	
and	true	obedience	to	Your	Word,	to	the	end	that	by	Your	grace	we	may	come	
to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 
C: [sing, p. 42]  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
	 O	God	the	Son,	Redeemer	of	the	world,	have	mercy	upon	us.
 O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us.

THE ABSOLUTION
P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 

upon us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all 
our sins.  To all who believe on His name He gives power to become the children 
of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  Amen.
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory be to God in the Highest)
P: Glory be to God in the highest.
C: [sing, p. 44]  And	on	earth	peace,	good	will	toward	men.
 All glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!
	 To	us	no	harm	shall	now	come	nigh,	The	strife	at	last	is	ended;
	 God	showeth	His	good	will	to	men,	And	peace	shall	dwell	on	earth	again;
 O thank Him for His Goodness!

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45]  And	with	your	spirit.

LUTHER'S MORNING PRAYER
C: I	thank	you,	my	heavenly	Father,	through	Jesus	Christ,	your	dear	Son,	that	

you have kept me this night from all harm and danger.  Keep me this day 
also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you.  
Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things.  Let your holy 
angel	be	with	me,	that	the	wicked	foe	may	have	no	power	over	me.		Amen.

READINGS Christian Worship 3-Year Series — Year C

The Old Testament — Isaiah 12:1-6
In that day you will say:

“I will praise you, Lord.
    Although you were angry with me,
your anger has turned away
    and you have comforted me.
Surely God is my salvation;
    I will trust and not be afraid.
The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense;
    he has become my salvation.”
With joy you will draw water
    from the wells of salvation.

In that day you will say:
“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;
    make known among the nations what he has done,
    and proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things;
    let this be known to all the world.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
    for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”
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The Epistle — 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 
us who are being saved it is the power of God.  For it is written:

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”

Where is the wise person?  Where is the teacher of the law?  Where is the 
philosopher of this age?  Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  
For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know 
him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save 
those who believe.  Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we 
preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God.  For the foolishness of God is wiser than human 
wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.

The Holy Gospel — Luke 15:1-3,11b-32
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus.  
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.”
Then Jesus told them this parable:
“There was a man who had two sons.  The younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’  So he divided his property between 
them.
“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 
distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.  After he 
had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and 
he began to be in need.  So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that 
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs.  He longed to fill his stomach 
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 
servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!  I will set out 
and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make 
me like one of your hired servants.’  So he got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 
him.



“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick!  Bring the best robe and put it on 
him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf 
and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and celebrate.  For this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’  So they began to celebrate.
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field.  When he came near the house, 
he heard music and dancing.  So he called one of the servants and asked him 
what was going on.  ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has 
killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’
“The older brother became angry and refused to go in.  So his father went out 
and pleaded with him.  But he answered his father, ‘Look!  All these years 
I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders.  Yet you never 
gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  But when 
this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes 
home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours.  But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

RESPONSE
P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46]  God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.

THE CREED
P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of the 

Apostles Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,
	 	 His	only	Son,	our	Lord,
	 	 who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
	 	 	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,
	 	 	 was	crucified,
	 	 	 died	and	was	buried.
  He descended into hell;
  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
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  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
	 I	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,

  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46}  Amen.

HYMN 494 I Know My Faith Is Founded 

THE SERMON "Things Aren't Always The Way They Appear To Be" Luke 15:25-32

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

OFFERING

HYMN VERSE
C:	 We	give	Thee	but	Thine	own,	Whate’re	the	gift	may	be;

All	that	we	have	is	Thine	alone,	A	trust,	O	Lord,	from	Thee.

a  THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  b

Guests and visitors, please read the information on the bulletin insert for im-
portant information about our communion practice.

THE PREFACE
P: The LORD be with you.
C: [sing, p. 50]  And	with	your	spirit.
P: Lift up your hearts unto the LORD.
C: [sing, p. 50]  We	lift	up	our	hearts	unto	the	LORD.
P: Let us give thanks unto the LORD our God.
C: [sing, p. 50]  It is good and right so to do.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM ON THE LORD’S SUPPER
P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
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C:	 The	Sacrament	of	the	Altar	is	the	true	body	and	blood	of	our	Lord	Jesus	
Christ,	under	the	bread	and	wine,	instituted	by	Christ	himself,	for	us	
Christians to eat and to drink.

P: What benefit do we receive from such eating and drinking?
C:	 The	benefit	which	we	receive	from	such	eating	and	drinking	is	shown	us	by	

these	words:	“Given	and	shed	for	you	for	the	remission	of	sins;”	namely,	that	
in	the	Sacrament	forgiveness	of	sins,	life	and	salvation	are	given	us	through	
these	words.		For	where	there	is	the	forgiveness	of	sins,	there	is	also	life	and	
salvation.

P: How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?
C:	 It	is	not	the	eating	and	drinking	that	does	this,	but	the	words	here	written:	

“Given	and	shed	for	you	for	the	remission	of	sins.”	These	words,	along	with	
the	eating	and	drinking,	are	the	main	thing	in	the	sacrament;	and	whoever	
believes	these	words	has	exactly	what	they	say,	namely,	the	forgiveness	of	
sins.

P: Who then receives this Sacrament worthily?
C:	 Fasting	and	bodily	preparation	are	indeed	a	fine	outward	training;	but	he	is	

truly	worthy	and	well	prepared	who	has	faith	in	these	words,	“Given	and	
shed	for	you	for	the	remission	of	sins.”		But	he	who	does	not	believe	these	
words,	or	doubts	them,	is	unworthy	and	unprepared;	for	the	words,	“for	
you”	require	truly	believing	hearts.

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our	Father,	who	art	in	heaven,	Hallowed	be	Thy	name,	Thy	kingdom	come,	

Thy	will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	Give	us	this	day	our	daily	
bread;	And	forgive	us	our	trespasses,	as	we	forgive	those	who	trespass	
against	us;	And	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	But	deliver	us	from	evil.	For	
Thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	power	and	the	glory	forever	and	ever.
[sing, p. 53] Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples 
saying: “Take eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.”

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it 
to them saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My 
Blood, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. This do 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

6



THE AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
C: [sing p. 55]  O	Christ,	the	Lamb	of	God,	You	take	away	the	sin	of	the	

world,	have	mercy	upon	us.
O	Christ,	the	Lamb	of	God,	You	take	away	the	sin	of	the	world,	have	
mercy upon us.
O	Christ,	the	Lamb	of	God,	You	take	away	the	sin	of	the	world,	grant	us	
Your peace. Amen

THE DISTRIBUTION

THE	HYMN	OF	THANKSGIVING : 325 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee

THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have refreshed us with our 

Savior’s Body and Blood in, with and under the bread and wine.  We pray that 
You would strengthen us through this Sacrament in faith toward You, and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

C: [sing p. 56]  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you. The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and 
give you peace.

C: [sing p. 57]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 226, v. 1-4,8,9 By Grace I'm Saved

THE CLOSING PRAYER
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what 

You would have us believe and do.  Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may 
be strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.  
Amen.

______________________________________________________________________________
Organist:  Darek Hartwig

Scripture readings taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved.


