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“For judgment I have come into this world,
so that the blind will see

and those who see will become blind.”



a WELCOME b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 
If you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to worship with 
us again. Please sign our guest register.

a ORDER OF WORSHIP b
OPENING PRAYER

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your 
presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by 
Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we may be 
taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to 
grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen.

HYMN 15 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty 

CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have 
done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)

C: [sing, p. 42]  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us.

THE ABSOLUTION
P:	 Upon	this	your	confession,	I,	by	virtue	of	my	office,	as	a	called	and	ordained	
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servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Hymn 36: All Glory Be to God Alone)

C: [sing] All glory be to God alone,  We praise Thee, God, and Thee we bless;
 Forevermore the Highest One,  We worship Thee in humbleness;
 Who doth our sinful race befriend  From day to day we glorify 
 And grace and peace to us extend.  Thee, everlasting God on high. 
 Among mankind may His good will  Of Thy great glory do we sing, 
	 All	hearts	with	deep	thanksgiving	fill.	 And	e’er	to	Thee	our	thanks	we	bring.

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45]  And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the Day)

C: Almighty and everlasting God, who created all things, we thank you 
that you have given us sound bodies, and have graciously preserved our 
tongues and other members from the power of the adversary.  Grant us 
your grace that we may rightly use our ears and tongues.  Help us to hear 
your Word diligently and devoutly, and with our tongues so to praise 
and	glorify	your	grace,	that	no	one	is	offended	by	our	words,	but	that	
all	may	be	edified	by	them;	through	your	beloved	Son,	Jesus	Christ,	our	
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever.

C: [sing, p. 45]  Amen.

READINGS Christian Worship 3-Year Series — Year C

The Old Testament — Jeremiah 23:23-29
“Am I only a God nearby,”
declares the Lord,
    “and not a God far away?
Who can hide in secret places
    so that I cannot see them?”
declares the Lord.
				“Do	not	I	fill	heaven	and	earth?”
declares the Lord.



3

“I have heard what the prophets say who prophesy lies in my name.  They 
say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’  How long will this continue in the 
hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their own 
minds?  They think the dreams they tell one another will make my people 
forget my name, just as their ancestors forgot my name through Baal 
worship.  Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the 
one who has my word speak it faithfully.  For what has straw to do with 
grain?” declares the Lord.		“Is	not	my	word	like	fire,”	declares	the	Lord, 
“and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

The Epistle — Hebrews 12:1-13
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us	throw	off	everything	that	hinders	and	the	sin	that	so	easily	entangles.		
And	let	us	run	with	perseverance	the	race	marked	out	for	us,	fixing	our	
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  For the joy set before him 
he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 
of the throne of God.  Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding	your	blood.		And	have	you	completely	forgotten	this	word	of	
encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son?  It says,

“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
    and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
because the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
    and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.”

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children.  
For what children are not disciplined by their father?  If you are not 
disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not 
legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all.  Moreover, we have all had 
human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it.  How 
much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live!  They 
disciplined	us	for	a	little	while	as	they	thought	best;	but	God	disciplines	
us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness.  No discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however, it produces a 
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.
Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees.  “Make level paths 
for your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.



The Holy Gospel — Luke 12:49-53
“I	have	come	to	bring	fire	on	the	earth,	and	how	I	wish	it	were	already	
kindled!  But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am 
under until it is completed!  Do you think I came to bring peace on earth?  
No,	I	tell	you,	but	division.		From	now	on	there	will	be	five	in	one	family	
divided against each other, three against two and two against three.  They 
will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-
in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

RESPONSE
P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46]  God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.

THE CREED
P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of 

the Apostles Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,
  His only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
	 	 	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,
	 	 	 was	crucified,
   died and was buried.
  He descended into hell;
  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46}  Amen.
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HYMN 71 The Lord Hath Helped Me Hitherto

THE SERMON  "A blind man...and me" John 9:1-7

HYMN VERSE
C: [sing] Create in me a clean heart, O God,
 and renew a right spirit within me.
 Cast me not away from Your presence,
 and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
 Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation,
 and uphold me with Your free Spirit.  Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

OFFERING
HYMN VERSE

C: [sing]	 We	give	Thee	but	Thine	own,	Whate’re	the	gift	may	be;
 All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

HYMN 409 Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower 

THE COLLECT
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy 

You have given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You gather Your 
people into Your Christian Church. We humbly ask, grant us Your Holy 
Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according 
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In response to requests for copies of the sermons in 

the Lord's Prayer series, CD audio discs (3 CD set) and 

MP3 discs (1 CD) are available in the back of church.  

Don't forget to pick up your copy (or copies) today.

to	it,	and	ever	increase	in	Christian	faith,	and	hope,	and	love,	and	finally	
obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing p. 58]  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The LORD look on you with favor and give 
you His peace.

C: [sing p. 59]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 202 Thou, Whose Almighty Word

CLOSING PRAYER
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us 

what You would have us believe and do.  Help us, O God, by Your Holy 
Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, 
that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and 
comforted in life and death.  Amen.
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a     ANNOUNCEMENTS      b

No Birthdays This Week

JUST A THOUGHT
"A person is never so empty as when he is full of himself."

LAST WEEK
Last week 35 people worshiped their Lord.

CALL
At the August 19th Congregational meeting, 
Joseph Abrahamson, 53, was called to be the 
next full-time Pastor of Western Koshkonong 
Lutheran Church. Pastor Abrahamson graduated 
from Bethany Lutheran Seminary in 1995. He 
spent a year vicaring for Western Koshkong 
Lutheran Church. From 2001 to 2015 he was the 
pastor of 4 Churches in Okle, Trail, and Grygla, 
Minn. From 2015 to the present he is serving 
Faith Lutheran Church of Clara City, Minn. He, 
with  his wife Mary, have 7 children, ages 16 to 
26.  May God bless him as he deliberates as to 
where he can best serve our Savior, Jesus Christ.

CHURCH COUNCIL
The Church Council will meet this Thursday at 
7:00 p.m. for its monthly meeting.

BACK TO BASICS
The first "Back to Basics" class will be held this 
Tuesday from 7-9 P.M. at the Clubhouse at 
the Vennovoll complex. Bring a pen and your 
questions... even better would be to bring a 
friend or relative along. No one will be asked 
any questions or have to read anything. Just sit, 
listen, and learn. We start the series with the 
assumption that no one knows anything about 
the Bible.

BULLETIN INSERT
Please take the time to read the insert in today's 
bulletin. Your vacancy pastor wanted you to 
know about the almost "unbelievable" door that 
the Lord has opened to your sister synod,  the 
WELS.  To think about doing mission work in 
north Vietnam with so many people involved is 
truly remarkable.

PRAYERS
You are encouraged to keep the following 
members of our congregation in your prayers...
members who are confined to nursing homes, 
sick or something other: Eileen Brekken, Boyd 
Daley, Charlotte Nelson, Lois Pieper, Judy 
Zemke, Betty Gulseth, and Inez Hougan.  If you 
know of others who might be added to this list, 
please inform Pastor Kock.

LUTHERAN SENTINEL
The latest addition of the magazine of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, entitled the 
Lutheran Sentinel is now available in the 
entryway.  Please take a copy and read it...some 
good articles. There is a “mistake”  in one of the 
articles of serious consequences...see if you can 
find it.

FALL RALLY
The 48th annual ELS Women’s Missionary 
Society Fall Rally will be held from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 19, at Christ the King 
Lutheran Church, Village of Howard (Green 
Bay), Wisconsin. Our speakers are Rev. Joshua 
Mayer and Rev. Tom Heyn.


