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are chosen."



a   WELCOME   b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! 
If you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to worship with 
us again. Please sign our guest register.

a   ORDER OF WORSHIP   b
OPENING PRAYER

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your 
presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by 
Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we may be 
taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to 
grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen.

HYMN 432, vv. 1-5 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 

CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have 
done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy) 
C: [sing, p. 42]  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us.

THE ABSOLUTION
P:	 Upon	this	your	confession,	I,	by	virtue	of	my	office,	as	a	called	and	ordained	

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
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stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory be to God in the Highest)
P: Glory be to God in the highest.
C: [sing, p. 44]  And on earth peace, good will toward men.
 All glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!
 To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended;
 God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again;
 O thank Him for His Goodness!

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45]  And with your spirit.

LUTHER'S MORNING PRAYER
C: I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, 

that you have kept me this night from all harm and danger.  Keep me 
this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 
please you.  Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all 
things.  Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no 
power over me.  Amen.

READINGS Christian Worship 3-Year Series — Year C

The Old Testament — Proverbs 9:8-12
Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you;
    rebuke the wise and they will love you.
Instruct the wise and they will be wiser still;
    teach the righteous and they will add to their learning.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,
    and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
For through wisdom your days will be many,
    and years will be added to your life.
If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you;
				if	you	are	a	mocker,	you	alone	will	suffer.

The Epistle — Philemon 1:1,10-21
Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
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To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker –
I appeal to you for my son Onesimus, who became my son while I was in 
chains.  Formerly he was useless to you, but now he has become useful both 
to you and to me.
I am sending him—who is my very heart—back to you.  I would have liked 
to keep him with me so that he could take your place in helping me while 
I am in chains for the gospel.  But I did not want to do anything without 
your consent, so that any favor you do would not seem forced but would be 
voluntary.		Perhaps	the	reason	he	was	separated	from	you	for	a	little	while	
was	that	you	might	have	him	back	forever—no	longer	as	a	slave,	but	better	
than a slave, as a dear brother.  He is very dear to me but even dearer to 
you, both as a fellow man and as a brother in the Lord.
So if you consider me a partner, welcome him as you would welcome me.  
If he has done you any wrong or owes you anything, charge it to me.  I, 
Paul, am writing this with my own hand.  I will pay it back—not to mention 
that you owe me your very self.  I do wish, brother, that I may have some 
benefit	from	you	in	the	Lord;	refresh	my	heart	in	Christ.		Confident	of	your	
obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

The Holy Gospel — Matthew 22:1-14
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven 
is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son.  He sent his 
servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, 
but they refused to come.
“Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been 
invited	that	I	have	prepared	my	dinner:	My	oxen	and	fattened	cattle	have	
been butchered, and everything is ready.  Come to the wedding banquet.’
“But	they	paid	no	attention	and	went	off—one	to	his	field,	another	to	his	
business.  The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.  
The king was enraged.  He sent his army and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city.
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 
invited did not deserve to come.  So go to the street corners and invite to 
the	banquet	anyone	you	find.’		So	the	servants	went	out	into	the	streets	and	
gathered	all	the	people	they	could	find,	the	bad	as	well	as	the	good,	and	the	
wedding	hall	was	filled	with	guests.



“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 
was not wearing wedding clothes.  He asked, ‘How did you get in here 
without wedding clothes, friend?’  The man was speechless.
“Then	the	king	told	the	attendants,	‘Tie	him	hand	and	foot,	and	throw	him	
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’
“For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

RESPONSE
P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46]  God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.

THE CREED
P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of 

the Apostles Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,

  His only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
	 	 	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,
	 	 	 was	crucified,
   died and was buried.
  He descended into hell;
  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,

  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46}  Amen.

HYMN 432, vv. 6-11 Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness 
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THE SERMON More Than A Wedding Reception Matthew	22:1-14

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

OFFERING
HYMN VERSE

C: We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’re the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

a  THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  b
Guests and visitors, please read the information on the bulletin insert for 

important information about our communion practice.

THE PREFACE
P: The LORD be with you.
C: [sing, p. 50]  And with your spirit.
P: Lift up your hearts unto the LORD.
C: [sing, p. 50]  We lift up our hearts unto the LORD.
P: Let us give thanks unto the LORD our God.
C: [sing, p. 50]  It is good and right so to do.

LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM ON THE LORD’S SUPPER
P: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
C: The Sacrament of the Altar is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself, for us 
Christians to eat and to drink.

P:	 What	benefit	do	we	receive	from	such	eating	and	drinking?
C:	 The	benefit	which	we	receive	from	such	eating	and	drinking	is	shown	

us by these words: “Given and shed for you for the remission of sins;” 
namely, that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life and salvation are 
given us through these words.  For where there is the forgiveness of sins, 
there is also life and salvation.

P: How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?
C: It is not the eating and drinking that does this, but the words here 

written:	“Given	and	shed	for	you	for	the	remission	of	sins.”	These	words,	
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along with the eating and drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament; 
and whoever believes these words has exactly what they say, namely, the 
forgiveness of sins.

P: Who then receives this Sacrament worthily?
C:	 Fasting	and	bodily	preparation	are	indeed	a	fine	outward	training;	but	he	

is truly worthy and well prepared who has faith in these words, “Given 
and shed for you for the remission of sins.”  But he who does not believe 
these words, or doubts them, is unworthy and unprepared; for the words, 
“for you” require truly believing hearts.

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took 

bread and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples saying: “Take eat; this is My Body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.”

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave 
it to them saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in 
My Blood, which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. 
This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

THE AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
C: [sing p. 55]  O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have 
mercy upon us.
O Christ, the Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant 
us Your peace. Amen

THE DISTRIBUTION
THE HYMN OF THANKSGIVING: 325 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee
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THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have refreshed us with our 

Savior’s Body and Blood in, with and under the bread and wine.  We pray 
that You would strengthen us through this Sacrament in faith toward You, 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord.

C: [sing p. 56]  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The LORD look on you with favor and give 
you His peace.

C: [sing p. 57]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 197 My Hope Is Built

THE CLOSING PRAYER
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us 

what You would have us believe and do.  Help us, O God, by Your Holy 
Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, 
that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and 
comforted in life and death.  Amen.

Scripture readings taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 
Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved.


