
OLD TESTAMENT — Lamentations 3:18–26
We Rejoice in the Faithfulness of God

And I said, “My strength and my hope Have perished from the LORD.” Remember 
my affliction and roaming, The wormwood and the gall. My soul still remembers And 
sinks within me. This I recall to my mind, Therefore I have hope. Through the LORD’s 
mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning; Great is Your faithfulness. “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “There-
fore I hope in Him!” The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the soul who 
seeks Him. It is good that one should hope and wait quietly For the salvation of the 
LORD.

EPISTLE — 1 Peter 2:11–20
The Christian’s Attitude toward Human Authorities

Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war 
against the soul, having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, 
glorify God in the day of visitation. Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those 
who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who 
do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men—as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bond-
servants of God. Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king. 
Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, 
but also to the harsh. For this is commendable, if because of conscience toward God 
one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. For what credit is it if, when you are beaten 
for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it 
patiently, this is commendable before God.

HOLY GOSPEL — St. John 16:16–23
Now Is the Time of Grief, Soon Is the Time of Joy

[Jesus said:] “A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me, 
because I go to the Father.” Then some of His disciples said among themselves, “What is this that 
He says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see 
Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” They said therefore, “What is this that He says, ‘A little 
while’? We do not know what He is saying.” Now Jesus knew that they desired to ask Him, and 
He said to them, “Are you inquiring among yourselves about what I said, ‘A little while, and you 
will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’? Most assuredly, I say to you that 
you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow 
will be turned into joy. A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; 
but as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that 
a human being has been born into the world. Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you 
again and your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you. “And in that day you 
will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He 
will give you.
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