Readings for Sunday, May 31, 2020 — THE FESTIVAL OF PENTECOST
THE OLD TESTAMENT — Joel 2:28–32
“I Will Pour out My Spirit”

“And it shall come to pass afterward
That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;
Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
Your old men shall dream dreams,
Your young men shall see visions.
And also on My menservants and on My maidservants
I will pour out My Spirit in those days.
“And I will show wonders in the heavens and in the earth:
Blood and fire and pillars of smoke.
The sun shall be turned into darkness,
And the moon into blood,
Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the
LORD.
And it shall come to pass
That whoever calls on the name of the LORD
Shall be saved.
For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be
deliverance,
As the LORD has said,
Among the remnant whom the LORD calls. (NKJV)
GRADUAL
P: You hide Your face, they are troubled;
C: You take away their breath, they die.
P: You send forth Your Spirit, they are created;
C: And You renew the face of the earth.
P: May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
C: May the LORD rejoice in His works.
P: Come, Holy Spirit, and fill the hearts of Your faithful people,
C: And kindle in them the fire of Your love.

THE EPISTLE — Acts 2:1–13
The Day of Pentecost

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with
one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole

house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them
divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were
dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under
heaven. And when this sound occurred, the multitude came
together, and were confused, because everyone heard them speak
in his own language. Then they were all amazed and marveled,
saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in our own language
in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites,
those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes,
Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues
the wonderful works of God.” So they were all amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?”
Others mocking said, “They are full of new wine.” (NKJV)

THE HOLY GOSPEL — St. John 14:23–31
The Holy Spirit Teaches Us about Christ

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep
My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him
and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me does not
keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the
Father’s who sent Me. “These things I have spoken to you while
being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I
leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I
give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.
You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and coming back
to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, ‘I am
going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I. “And now
I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass,
you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler
of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. But that the
world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me
commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here. (NKJV)

