Readings for Sunday, July 5, 2020 — THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
THE OLD TESTAMENT — Isaiah 58:6–12
“The LORD Will Guide You Always”
“Is this not the fast that I have chosen:
To loose the bonds of wickedness,
To undo the heavy burdens,
To let the oppressed go free,
And that you break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
And that you bring to your house the poor who are cast out;
When you see the naked, that you cover him,
And not hide yourself from your own flesh?
Then your light shall break forth like the morning,
Your healing shall spring forth speedily,
And your righteousness shall go before you;
The glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
You shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am.’
“If you take away the yoke from your midst,
The pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,
If you extend your soul to the hungry
And satisfy the afflicted soul,
Then your light shall dawn in the darkness,
And your darkness shall be as the noonday.
The LORD will guide you continually,
And satisfy your soul in drought,
And strengthen your bones;
You shall be like a watered garden,
And like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.
Those from among you
Shall build the old waste places;
You shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
And you shall be called the Repairer of the Breach,
The Restorer of Streets to Dwell In. (NKJV)
GRADUAL
P: O LORD, provide atonement for our sins.
C: Why should the nations say, “Where is their God?”
P: Help us, O God of our salvation,
C: For the glory of Your Name deliver us.
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C:
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You sat on the throne judging in righteousness;
Be a Refuge for the oppressed in times of trouble.
Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers,
Praise Him and highly exalt Him forever.
THE EPISTLE — Romans 8:18–23
Creation Waits for the Freedom of the Saints
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed
in us. For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits
for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was
subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who
subjected it in hope; because the creation itself also will be
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole
creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.
Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for
the adoption, the redemption of our body. (NKJV)
THE HOLY GOSPEL — St. Luke 6:36–42
Compassionate Love
Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
“Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and
you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.
Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, and running over will be put into
your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will
be measured back to you.” And He spoke a parable to them:
“Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the
ditch? A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who
is perfectly trained will be like his teacher. And why do you
look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not perceive the
plank in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother,
‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye,’ when
you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye?
Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and
then you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your
brother’s eye. (NKJV)

