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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
!

DECEMBER 24, 2017

WE L C O M E

"

Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! If you
are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to worship with us again.
!

ORDER OF WORSHIP

"

OPENING PRAYER
P: Almighty God, grant that we may gladly hear Your Word and that all our
worship may be acceptable to You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
HYMN 109:

Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes

CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly
Father, to thank Him for the many blessings we have received from Him, to
give Him the praise He deserves, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for those
things that are necessary for our life and salvation. Let us confess our sins with
penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed the desires of our hearts. We have offended against
Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not have done,
and we have not done those things which we should have done. Have mercy
on us, O Lord! According to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus
Christ, our Lord, forgive us, and grant that we may live a godly, righteous,
and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name.
THE ABSOLUTION
P: Lift up your hearts. The Lord God, according to his promise, is slow to anger
and abounding in unwavering love. By the command of Christ and the
authority of my holy office I forgive your sins, in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (CW Hymn 234: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty)
C: [sing] Praise to the Lord,
Praise to the Lord!
the Almighty, the King of creation!
Oh, let all that is in me adore him!
O my soul, praise him,
All that has life and breath,
for he is your health and salvation!
come now with praises before him!
Let all who hear
Let the Amen
Now to his temple draw near,
Sound from his people again;
Joining in glad adoration!
Gladly forever adore him!
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THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45] And with your spirit.
THE COLLECT (Prayer of the Day)
C: Lord God, help us to honor your Son, the Prophet who brings us your Word.
May we always listen to him as he calls us to repentance with your holy Law
and lifts up our spirits with the mercy, forgiveness and life that come through
him, as revealed in the Gospel. Hear us for the sake of your Son who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
C: [sing, p. 45] Amen.
READINGS — CW 1-YEAR LECTIONARY (All readings from the EVANGELICAL HERITAGE VERSION)
The Old Testament — Isaiah 40:1–8
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call out to her.
Her warfare really is over.
Her guilt is fully paid for.
Yes, she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice is calling out:
In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD.
In the wasteland make a level highway for our God.
Every valley will be raised up,
and every mountain and hill will be made low.
The rugged ground will become level,
and the rough places will become a plain.
Then the glory of the LORD will be revealed,
and all flesh together will see it.
Yes, the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
A voice was saying, “Cry out!”
And I said, “What shall I cry out?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like a wildflower in the countryside.
Grass withers, flowers fade,
when the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Yes, the people are grass.
Grass withers, flowers fade,
but the Word of our God endures forever.
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The Epistle — Philippians 4:4–7
Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
The Holy Gospel — John 1:19–28
This is the testimony John gave when the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and
Levites to ask him, “Who are you?”
He confessed and did not deny. He confessed, “I am not the Christ.”
And they asked him, “Who are you then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
“No,” he answered.
Then they asked him, “Who are you? Tell us so we can give an answer to those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord,’ just as Isaiah the prophet said.”
They had been sent from the Pharisees. So they asked John, “Why then do you
baptize, if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the Prophet?”
“I baptize with water,” John answered. “Among you stands one you do not
know. He is the one coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to
untie.”
These things happened in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.
RESPONSE
P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46] God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.
THE CREED
P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of
the Apostles Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46] Amen.
HYMN 102:
THE SERMON:

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
A voice calls out, both sobering and uplifting. (Isaiah 40:1–8)

HYMN VERSE
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence,
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

(Hymn 227, vv. 13, 14)

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,
The God who saved us by His grace,
All glory to His merit.
O Father in the heav'ns above,
The work begun performs Thy love,
Thy worthy name be hallowed.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done
In earth, as 'tis in heaven.
Keep us in life, by grace led on.
Forgiving and forgiven;
Save Thou us in temptation's hour,
And from all ills; Thine is the pow'r,
And all the glory, Amen!

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
OFFERING
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HYMN VERSE
We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
HYMN 111, vv. 1, 2, 4, 9:

When Sinners See Their Lost Condition

THE COLLECT [from pages 57–58]
C: [sing, p. 58] Amen.
THE BENEDICTION
P: The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face shine upon you and
be gracious unto you. The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give you
peace.
C: [sing, p. 59] Amen, amen, amen.
HYMN 110, vv. 1, 4, 5:

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

CLOSING PRAYER
P: Almighty God, grant that the Word which we have heard this day may through
Your grace be planted in our hearts that we may bring forth the fruit of the
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Organist:

Darek Hartwig

!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

"

Coffee and Refreshments After the service, all are welcome to join us in the
basement for refreshments and coffee.
Bible Study At 11:00 AM we continue our study of the Son of God in the Old
Testament. Please join us.
!

GOD’S WORD TO MEMORIZE

"

Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call out to her. Her warfare really is
over. Her guilt is fully paid for.
— Isaiah 40:2
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Our mission is to proclaim the gospel of Christ through
the pure word and sacraments, witnessing to the lost, and
nurturing fellow believers so that they may grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord. This we do through
worship, education, service, and fellowship.

!
Today

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE

"

Coffee and Refreshments
Bible Study

10:30 AM
11:00 AM

Christmas Eve worship

5:30 PM

Monday

Christmas Day worship

9:30 AM

Next
Sunday

Divine Service w/Holy Communion
Bible Study

9:30 AM
11:00 AM

# -------------------------------------------------------------------------- PASTORAL INFORMATION 
Please fill out info, detach, and put in offering plate or give to pastor
Name _____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
City __________________________________ State _________ Zip ________
Phone ______________________ Email: _______________________________
□ New to area
□ New Address / Phone Number
□ Wish Pastor to Call
□ Illness in Family
□ Want Offering Envelopes
□ New Baby in Family
□ Interested in Volunteer Opportunities
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