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Christmas Eve December 24,  2017 

 
WELCOME! 

Welcome to our Christmas worship service in which we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, the most precious Child. We’re glad you are here. God is pleased to listen to 
our hymns of praise and he promises to bless us whenever we listen to his Word. 
May the peace of forgiveness in Christ and the hope of heaven because of Christ 
be with you this evening and always. If you are a guest and have questions about 
our church, we and our pastor are happy to help you. A blessed Christmas to all! 
 

SERVICE FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

HYMN: 133 (1, 3, 4) O Come, All Ye Faithful 
STAND  
 

M:  Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 
C:  the light no darkness can overcome. 
 

M:  Be our light and scatter the darkness, 
C:  and hear our evening hymn of praise. 
 
C:  ♫  As each happy Christmas Dawns on earth again 
  Comes the holy Christ Child To the hearts of men. 
  Enters with His blessing Into ev’ry home, 
  Guides and guards our footsteps As we go and come. 
  All unknown, beside me He will ever stand 
  And will safely lead me With His own right hand. 
M: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of creation, who showed your glory in 

blazing light to shepherds in the fields near Bethlehem. Enlighten our darkness 
by the light of your Christ. May his Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to 
our path; for you are merciful, and you have sent your good tidings of peace 
and good will to all the earth. We your creatures glorify you: Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

BE SEATED 



 
2 

NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:8-15 
 The Seed of the woman will crush the serpent’s head 
 

HYMN: 128 (1–4, 6) “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” 
 
SECOND LESSON: Genesis 22:15-18 
 God’s promises to Abraham 
 

HYMN: 110 (1, 4, 5) O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
SERMON 
 
OFFERING 
 
THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7 
 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light 
 

HYMN: “Glory to God the Angels Sing” 
Low in a humble manger, little Lord Jesus lay, 
Watched by the virgin mother, there on a bed of hay; 
Keeping her loving vigil, far from the worldly throngs,  
When thru the night came ringing glorious angel songs.  

 Refrain:  
Glory to God, the angels sing,  
Praises to Christ, the newborn King,  
Peace be on earth, goodwill to men,  
Hear we the angels sing again,  
Glory to God, the angels sing;  
Praises to Christ, the heavenly King,  
Peace be on earth, goodwill to men,  
Goodwill to men. 

Little the loving mother, dreamed of its meaning then,  
How He should die on Calv’ry, die for the sins of men;  
Down thru the weary ages, out from that manger bed,  
Streams all the light of heaven, soon o’er the world to spread.  

 Refrain  
 
FOURTH LESSON:  Micah 5:2-4 

A Shepherd from Bethlehem 
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HYMN: 137 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 
FIFTH LESSON: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 Arise, shine, for your Light has come 
 

HYMN: 167 “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 
How lovely shines the Morning Star! 
The nations see and hail afar 
The light in Judah shining. 
O David's Son of Jacob's race, 
My Bridegroom and my King of Grace, 
For you my heart is pining. 
Lowly, Holy, Great and glorious, O victorious 
Prince of graces, Filling all the heav'nly places. 
 
O highest joy by mortals won, 
True Son of God and Mary's Son, 
The high-born King of ages! 
In your blest body let me be, 
E'en as the branch is in the tree, 
Your life my life supplying. 
Sighing, Crying For the savor Of your favor 
Resting never Till I rest in you forever. 

 
SIXTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-38 
 The announcement to Mary 
 

HYMN: 135 (1–3) Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
 
SEVENTH LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25 
 The announcement to Joseph 
 

HYMN: 134 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 
 
EIGHTH LESSON: Luke 2:1-7 
 The birth of Jesus 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made 
when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  
And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  
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And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house 
and lineage of David:)  
To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.  
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered.  
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling 
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in 
the inn.  

 

HYMN: 125 Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
 
NINTH LESSON: Luke 2:8-20 
 The shepherds visit the manger 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  
And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.  
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  
And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying,  
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.  
And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying 
in a manger.  
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was 
told them concerning this child.  
And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by 
the shepherds.  
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.  
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And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.  

 

HYMN:  Away in a Manger  
(Traditional tune) 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love Thee Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle ’til morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
PRAYER 
M: Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient 

promises by sending your everlasting Son in human flesh. 
C: On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. 
M: You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your love for all, the weak and 

lonely, the troubled and frightened, the timid and helpless. No one is 
overlooked by your ever-seeking eyes. 

C: Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance that you love and care 
for us always. 

M: You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from the curse of sin, 
the power of death, and the torment of hell. He took our place. He was born 
under the law to set us free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He 
came to die and rise again in order that we might live eternally. Firmly 
implant this good news in our hearts, and fill us with an eager desire to 
spread the Word concerning what we have heard this evening. 

C: May all who hear the message, in every nation under heaven, be amazed 
and believe what is told them about the child. 

M: You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would 
rob us of the full life that you intend for us. May the “good tidings of great 
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joy” be our joy. May the “Prince of Peace” be our peace. May the treasure that 
Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. 

C: For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, 
the Lord. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING  
 The pastor will light his candle from the Christ candle and then light the 

ushers’ candles. The ushers will light the candle of the person at the center of 
the aisle. Please remember to keep the lit candle upright. Don’t tip lighted 
candles.  

PRAYER 
M:  Let us pray: 

Your eternal Word, O Lord, descended from the almighty throne to dwell 
among us. May we receive him in the peace of forgiven hearts and proclaim 
your gracious goodwill to all people on earth, for he is God with us, 
Emmanuel, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C:  Amen.  
 
BLESSING 
M: Brothers and sisters: You have heard the word of the angels, 
 “To you is born a Savior, Christ the Lord.” 
You have heard the song of the angels,  
 “Glory to God, peace and goodwill from God to men.” 
You have sung of heavenly peace and redeeming grace. 
 Go now in peace. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor, and + give you peace. 
 
HYMN: 140 Silent Night 

Please extinguish candles 
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Our mission is to proclaim the gospel of Christ through 
the pure word and sacraments, witnessing to the lost, 
and nurturing fellow believers so that they may grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord. This we do 
through worship, education, service, and fellowship. 

 

 
 
 

Our thanks to Darek Hartwig and Shelly Thompson for the music provided at 
tonight’s  Christmas Eve service. 
  
May you and your families have a blessed Christmas. During your family 
celebrations, please consider a special family prayer thanking God for the most 
precious gift of all—the gift of his Son to be your Savior.  
 
Christmas Day Worship  -  9:30 AM 
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 PASTORAL INFORMATION  
Please fill out info, detach, and put in offering plate or give to pastor 

Name  _________________________________________________________________________ 
Address  _______________________________________________________________________ 
City  _________________________________________ State  ___________  Zip  __________ 
Phone  ____________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 
 □ New to area □ New Address / Phone Number 
 □ Wish Pastor to Call □ Illness in Family 
 □ Want Offering Envelopes □ New Baby in Family 
 □ Interested in Volunteer Opportunities 


