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a WELCOME b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! If 
you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to worship with us again. 
Please sign our guest register.

a ORDER OF WORSHIP b

OPENING PRAYER

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your 
presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your 
Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to 
repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day 
in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen.

HYMN 60 O Bless the Lord, My Soul 

CONFESSION OF SIN

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You 
by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: 
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)
C: [sing, p. 42]  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us.
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THE ABSOLUTION

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 
upon us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all 
our sins. To all who believe on His name He gives power to become the children 
of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory to God in the Highest)
P: Glory be to God in the highest. 
C: [sing p. 44]  And on earth peace, good will toward men.
 All glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!
 To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended;
 God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again;
 O thank Him for His Goodness!

THE SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45]  And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the Day)
C: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You for all Your blessings.  You have 

given us life and graciously sustain us to this day.  Do not take Your blessing 
from us.  Preserve us from coveting so we may serve You only, love and abide 
in You, and not defile ourselves by idolatrous love of wealth, but hope and 
trust only in Your grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing, p. 45]  Amen.

READINGS — Christian Worship 3-Year Series  (All readings from the NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

The Old Testament — Isaiah 35: 4-7a
say to those with fearful hearts,
    “Be strong, do not fear;
your God will come,
    he will come with vengeance;
with divine retribution
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    he will come to save you.”
Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
    and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
Then will the lame leap like a deer,
    and the mute tongue shout for joy.
Water will gush forth in the wilderness
    and streams in the desert.
The burning sand will become a pool,
    the thirsty ground bubbling springs.

The Epistle — James 1: 17-27
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  He chose to give 
us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all 
he created.

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not 
produce the righteousness that God desires.  Therefore, get rid of all moral filth 
and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, 
which can save you.

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what 
it says.  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like 
someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes 
away and immediately forgets what he looks like.  But whoever looks intently 
into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting 
what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.

Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on 
their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.  Religion that 
God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.

The Holy Gospel — Mark 7: 31-37
Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea 
of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis.  There some people brought to 
him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place 
his hand on him.

After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into 
the man’s ears.  Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue.  He looked up 



to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means “Be 
opened!”).  At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and 
he began to speak plainly.

Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone.  But the more he did so, the 
more they kept talking about it.  People were overwhelmed with amazement. 
“He has done everything well,” they said.  “He even makes the deaf hear and 
the mute speak.”

RESPONSE

P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46]  God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.

THE CREED

P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of the 
Apostles Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,
  His only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified,
   died and was buried.
  He descended into hell;
  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46}  Amen.
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HYMN 205 If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee

THE SERMON “He Does All Things Well” Mark 7: 31-37

HYMN VERSE

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence,
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER (Hymn 384)

1 Our Father, throned in heav’n above,         2 Give us this day our daily food
 All glory to Thy name of love.   With all we need of promised good;
 Thy Kingdom come; Thy holy will  And freely all our sins remit
 May earth as well as heav’n fulfill.  As we our debtors freely quit.
             3 Defend us from the tempter’s ways
     Uphold when tried, when fallen raise:
     For pow’r is Thine, and boundless reign,
     In glory evermore, Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

OFFERING

HYMN VERSE
We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’re the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

HYMN 497 Praise the Almighty; My Soul, Adore Him 

THE COLLECT

P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You 
have given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You gather Your people 
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into Your Christian Church. We humbly ask, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that 
we receive Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according to it, and ever 
increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and finally obtain eternal 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing p. 58]  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and 
be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you 
peace.

C: [sing p. 59]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 71 The Lord Hath Helped Me Hitherto

CLOSING PRAYER

P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what 
You would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be 
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. 
Amen.

________________________________________________________________________

Organist: Darek Hartwig
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a     A N N O U N C EM EN T S      b

Last Week
28 people, out of love for Jesus, offered $1,290.00 of which $50.00 was for Missions.  
$280.00 was given in memory of Beverly Boyd.

ChurCh CounCiL
The Church Council will meet this Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

LaWn MoWing
Are you interested in helping to mow or trim the church property?  We could 
always use more help.

tuesday evening BiBLe CLasses
It has been the custom of Western Koshkonong Lutheran Church to have some 
special Bible Classes at the Vonnevoll Clubhouse (400 N Morris St.) in Stoughton.  
These classes are for two purposes...strengthening the members of our church and 
as a form of “outreach” to others in the community.  The classes will be 5 in number 
and start on Sept 25th at 7:00 p.m.  Five cities of the Holy Land will be discussed: 
Jericho, Nazareth, Capernaum, Jerusalem, and Caesarea.  We encourage you to 
consider coming as well as inviting others.

Prayers
You are encouraged to keep the following members of our congregation in your 
prayers...members who are confined to nursing homes, sick or something other: 
Eileen Brekken, Boyd Daley, Betty Gulseth, Charlotte Nelson, Eunice Phillips, Lois 
Pieper, and Inez Hougan.  If you know of others who might be added to this list, 
please inform Pastor Kock.

eLs PiCtoraL history
A pictoral history has been published in commemoration of the 100th anniversary of 
the reorganization of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod. This volume includes more 
than 400 photographs from the history of the synod. This who we are.  This is what 
we look like.  Here are the wonders which God has done. Books are $20 plus $5 
shipping. Orders may be sent to: Bethany Bookstore, 700 Luther Drive, Mankato, 
MN 56001.

Just a thought
“Humbly grateful or grumbly hateful.”


