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a WELCOME b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! If 
you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to worship with us again. 
Please sign our guest register.

a ORDER OF WORSHIP b

OPENING PRAYER

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your 
presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your 
Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to 
repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day 
in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen.

HYMN 76 Father, We Praise Thee 

CONFESSION OF SIN

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You 
by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: 
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)
C: [sing, p. 42]  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us.
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THE ABSOLUTION

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 
upon us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all 
our sins. To all who believe on His name He gives power to become the children 
of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory be to God in the Highest)
P: Glory be to God in the highest.
C: [sing, p. 44]  And on earth peace, good will toward men.
 All glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!
 To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended;
 God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again;
 O thank Him for His Goodness!

THE SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45]  And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the Day)
C: Lord God, heavenly Father, by Your Son You have revealed to us that heaven 

and earth shall pass away, that our bodies shall rise again, and that we all 
shall appear before the judgment seat.  Keep us in Your Word so that our 
hearts may not be weighed down with the cares of this life, but that we may 
ever watch and pray, awaiting with joy the glorious coming of Your Son; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing, p. 45]  Amen.

READINGS — Christian Worship 3-Year Series  (All readings from the NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

The Old Testament — Malachi 3: 1-4
“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.  Then suddenly 
the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the 
covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.
But who can endure the day of his coming?  Who can stand when he appears?  
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For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.  He will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and 
silver.  Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 
and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in 
days gone by, as in former years.

The Epistle — Philippians 1: 3-11
I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day 
until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart 
and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you 
share in God’s grace with me.  God can testify how I long for all of you with 
the affection of Christ Jesus.
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be 
pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

The Holy Gospel — Luke 3: 1-6
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate 
was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch 
of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— during the high-
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  As it is written 
in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.
Every valley shall be filled in,
    every mountain and hill made low.
The crooked roads shall become straight,
    the rough ways smooth.
And all people will see God’s salvation.’”



RESPONSE
P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46]  God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.

THE CREED

P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of the 
Apostles Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,
  His only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified,
   died and was buried.
  He descended into hell;
  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46}  Amen.

HYMN 88 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come

THE SERMON The Message of One of The Great Ones Luke 3: 3-9

HYMN VERSE

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Your presence,
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.
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Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with Your free Spirit.  Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER (Hymn 384)

1 Our Father, throned in heav’n above,         2 Give us this day our daily food
 All glory to Thy name of love.   With all we need of promised good;
 Thy Kingdom come; Thy holy will  And freely all our sins remit
 May earth as well as heav’n fulfill.  As we our debtors freely quit.
             3 Defend us from the tempter’s ways
     Uphold when tried, when fallen raise:
     For pow’r is Thine, and boundless reign,
     In glory evermore, Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

OFFERING

HYMN VERSE
We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’re the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

HYMN 23 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 

THE COLLECT

P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You 
have given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You gather Your people 
into Your Christian Church. We humbly ask, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that 
we receive Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according to it, and ever 
increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and finally obtain eternal 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing p. 58]  Amen.
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THE BENEDICTION

P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you.  The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: [sing p. 59]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 29 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty

CLOSING PRAYER

P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what 
You would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be 
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. 
Amen.

________________________________________________________________________
Organist:  Darek Hartwig
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Our mission is to proclaim the gospel of Christ through 
the pure word and sacraments, witnessing to the lost, 
and nurturing fellow believers so that they may grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord.  This we do 
through worship, education, service, and fellowship.

Theme for our next mid-week Advent Service:

Christ—the Anointed one
Our Prophet, Our Priest, Our King



a     A N N O U N C EM EN T S      b

Trevonti Jacobson
Dan Schiferl

LAST WEEK
29 people, out of love for Jesus, offered $1,870 of which $50 was for Missions.  20 people 
attended the Advent Service on Wednesday and offered $220.

ADVENT WREATH
The second candle to be lighted on the Advent Wreath is called the Bethlehem (or Love) 
Candle.  It reminds us of God's love in giving us his best in the city of Bethlehem.

MID-WEEK ADVENT SERVICES
Our second mid-week Advent Service will be held this Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.  It will be 
preceded by a meal at 6:00 p.m.  Both take place in the basement of the church.

COUNCIL
The Church Council will meet this Thursday at 7:00 p.m.

CLEANUP
Much work has been done to organize our storage areas and prepare the parsonage for a new 
pastor, but more needs to be done.  Saturday mornings have been set aside for work in the 
parsonage, but any time your are available to help will work.  All type of skills can be used.

PRAYERS
You are encouraged to keep the following members of our congregation in your prayers...
members who are confined to nursing homes, sick or something other: Eileen Brekken, Boyd 
Daley, Charlotte Nelson, Inez Hougan, and Lois Pieper.  If you know of others who might be 
added to this list, please inform Pastor Kock.

JUST A THOUGHT
“God wants full custody not just a weekend visit.”


