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REJOICE
IN THE
LORD

ALWAYS.
I WILL SAY
IT AGAIN:
REJOICE!



a WELCOME b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! If 
you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to worship with us again. 
Please sign our guest register.

a ORDER OF WORSHIP b

OPENING PRAYER

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your 
presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your 
Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to 
repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day 
in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen.

HYMN 87 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

CONFESSION OF SIN

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You 
by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: 
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)
C: [sing, p. 42]  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us.
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THE ABSOLUTION

P: Lift up your hearts unto God! Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 
upon us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all 
our sins. To all who believe on His name He gives power to become the children 
of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved. Grant this, Lord, unto us all. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory to God in the Highest)
P: Glory be to God in the highest. 
C: [sing p. 44]  And on earth peace, good will toward men.
 All glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!
 To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended;
 God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again;
 O thank Him for His Goodness!

THE SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45]  And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the Day)
C: Lord God, heavenly Father, we pray that You would so rule and govern 

our hearts by Your Holy Spirit that we may seek no other refuge than the 
promises in Your Word, and thus avoid the sin to which we are inclined by 
nature.  May we always be found among the faithful followers of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, and by faith in Him obtain eternal salvation; through Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing, p. 45]  Amen.

READINGS — Christian Worship 3-Year Series  (All readings from the NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

The Old Testament — Zephaniah 3: 14-17
Sing, Daughter Zion;
    shout aloud, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
    Daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away your punishment,
    he has turned back your enemy.
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The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you;
    never again will you fear any harm.
On that day
    they will say to Jerusalem,
“Do not fear, Zion;
    do not let your hands hang limp.
The Lord your God is with you,
    the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
    in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
    but will rejoice over you with singing.”

The Epistle — Philippeans 4: 4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness 
be evident to all.  The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

The Holy Gospel — Luke 3: 7-18
John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?  Produce fruit in 
keeping with repentance.  And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’  For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise 
up children for Abraham.  The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every 
tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the 
fire.”
“What should we do then?” the crowd asked.
John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who 
has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.”
Even tax collectors came to be baptized. “Teacher,” they asked, “what should 
we do?”
“Don’t collect any more than you are required to,” he told them.
Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”
He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content 
with your pay.”



The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts 
if John might possibly be the Messiah.  John answered them all, “I baptize 
you with water.  But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.  He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor 
and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.”  And with many other words John exhorted the people 
and proclaimed the good news to them.

RESPONSE

P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46]  God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.

THE CREED

P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of the 
Apostles Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,
  His only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified,
   died and was buried.
  He descended into hell;
  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46}  Amen.
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HYMN 94, vv. 1-5 O How Shall I Receive Thee

THE SERMON Exhorted to be “Christlike” 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s 
will for you in Christ Jesus.
Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test them 
all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil.
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  May your 
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

HYMN VERSE

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence,
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead 
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever.
[sing, p. 53] Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

OFFERING

HYMN VERSE
We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’re the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
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HYMN 94, vv. 6-10 O How Shall I Receive Thee 

THE COLLECT

P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You 
have given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You gather Your people 
into Your Christian Church. We humbly ask, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that 
we receive Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according to it, and ever 
increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and finally obtain eternal 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing p. 58]  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: [sing p. 59]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 52 All Ye Who on This Earth Do Dwell

CLOSING PRAYER

P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what 
You would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be 
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.  
Amen.

________________________________________________________________________
Organist: Darek Hartwig
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SPECIAL MEETING ON MONDAY
A meeting with Badger Basement Systems has been scheduled for 
tomorrow evening, Monday, December 17 at 5:00 p.m.  This meeting 
is the first step as we look into redoing the basement bathrooms.

All are encouraged to attend and ask questions!



a     ANNOUNCEMENTS      b

Karlyn Sickles
Darek Hartwig

LAST WEEK
32 people, out of love for Jesus, offered $735 of which $120 was for Missions.

ADVENT WREATH
The third candle (pink symbolizing joy) is called the Shepherd (joy) candle.  It reminds  us of the 
joy that the shepherds had when they went to the manager on the first Christmas.

MID-WEEK ADVENT SERVICES
Our third and final Advent Service will be held Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.  It will be preceded by a 
meal in the basement of the church.

PARTY
The congregation is invitation to the home of Jan Harvey for a Christmas party next Sunday at 1:30 
p.m.  Her address is 915 Hwy 51, Stoughton.

CHRISTMAS
We will celebrate the birth of our Savior with two (different) Services on Christmas Eve at 4:30 
p.m. and again at 9:30 a.m. on Christmas Day.  Plan to attend both..it is our Saviors birth!

SYNOD ENVELOPE
Our delegates and pastors at convention last June, aware of the greater need to support missions and 
ministry in our midst, set a base budget of $740,000 and in addition earmarked all gifts over this 
amount to help with Christian Education.  Please, prayerfully commit to reaching this worthy goal 
of raising $770,000 for the year in congregational offerings.  Please note the envelope provided for 
this special offering to ELS and its missions.  You may put your envelope number on this envelope 
and then place it in the collection plate today or over the next couple of weeks, considering the 
question presented by the psalmist, “What shall I render to the LORD for all His benefits toward 
me?” Psalm 116:12).  May our response be a generous gift in accord with our Lord’s abundant 
blessings to us.

CALL MEETING
A special meeting for the purpose of calling another pastor will take place on Dec. 30th shortly 
following the Worship Service.

JUST A THOUGHT
“Adultery is a sin.  You can't have your Kate and Edith too.”


