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a WELCOME b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! If 
you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to worship with us again. 
Please sign our guest register.

a ORDER OF WORSHIP b

OPENING PRAYER

P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your 
presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your 
Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to 
repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day 
in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen.

HYMN 52 All Ye Who on This Earth Do Dwell 

CONFESSION OF SIN

P: Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You 
that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You 
by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: 
have mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by 
Your Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and 
true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)
C: [sing, p. 42]  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us.
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THE ABSOLUTION

P: Lift up your hearts unto God!  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy 
upon us, and has given His only Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all 
our sins.  To all who believe on His name He gives power to become the children 
of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit.  He who believes and is baptized 
will be saved.  Grant this, Lord, unto us all.  Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory to God in the Highest)
P: Glory be to God in the highest. 
C: [sing p. 44]  And on earth peace, good will toward men.
 All glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!
 To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended;
 God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again;
 O thank Him for His Goodness!

THE SALUTATION

P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45]  And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the Day)
C: Lord God, help us to honor your Son, the Prophet who brings us your Word.  

May we always listen to him as he calls us to repentance with your holy Law 
and lifts up our spirits with the mercy, forgiveness and life that come through 
him, as revealed in the Gospel.  Hear us for the sake of your Son who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing, p. 45]  Amen.

READINGS — Christian Worship 3-Year Series  (All readings from the NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION)

The Old Testament — Micah 5: 2-5a
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
    though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me
    one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,
    from ancient times.”
Therefore Israel will be abandoned
    until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
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and the rest of his brothers return
    to join the Israelites.
He will stand and shepherd his flock
    in the strength of the Lord,
    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
    will reach to the ends of the earth.
And he will be our peace
    when the Assyrians invade our land
    and march through our fortresses.

The Epistle — Hebrews 10: 5-10
Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
    but a body you prepared for me;
with burnt offerings and sin offerings
    you were not pleased.
Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—
    I have come to do your will, my God.’”

First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin offerings you 
did not desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though they were offered 
in accordance with the law.  Then he said, “Here I am, I have come to do your 
will.”  He sets aside the first to establish the second.  And by that will, we have 
been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The Holy Gospel — Luke 1: 39-55
At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.  When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!  But why am I so 
favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  As soon as the 
sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.  
Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to 
her!”
And Mary said:



“My soul glorifies the Lord
    and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has been mindful
    of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
    for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
    holy is his name.
His mercy extends to those who fear him,
    from generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from their thrones
    but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things
    but has sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
    remembering to be merciful
to Abraham and his descendants forever,
    just as he promised our ancestors.”

RESPONSE

P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46]  God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.

THE CREED

P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of the 
Apostles Creed.

C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,
  His only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
   was crucified,
   died and was buried.
  He descended into hell;
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  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46}  Amen.

HYMN 378, vv. 1-5 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice

THE SERMON Exhorted to be “Christlike” 1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
Do not quench the Spirit.  Do not treat prophecies with contempt but test 
them all; hold on to what is good, reject every kind of evil.
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through.  
May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

HYMN VERSE

Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from Your presence,
and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with Your free Spirit. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead 
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us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever.
[sing, p. 53] Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

OFFERING

HYMN VERSE
We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’re the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

HYMN 378, vv. 6-10 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice

THE COLLECT

P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You 
have given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You gather Your people 
into Your Christian Church. We humbly ask, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that 
we receive Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according to it, and ever 
increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and finally obtain eternal 
salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing p. 58]  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: [sing p. 59]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 162 This Little Babe So Few Days Old

CLOSING PRAYER

P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what 
You would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be 
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.  
Amen.
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a     ANNOUNCEMENTS      b

Eileen Brekken
Lila Mae Nordlie

LAST WEEK
Last Sunday, 32 people, out of love for Jesus, offered $2,040 of which $64 was for 
Missions and $1,000 for the parsonage.  43 people attended the final Wednesday Advent 
Service.

ADVENT WREATH
The 4th candle to be lighted on the Advent Wreath is called the Angel or love candle.  
The angels were the first ones to proclaim the message that God in love fulfilled his 
promise and had sent us a Savior.

CHRISTMAS
We will celebrate the birth of our Savior with two Services, one on Christmas Eve at 
4:30 p.m. and the other at 9:30 a.m. on Christmas Day.  Many seem to choose which 
service to attend rather than think of attending both.  What more could motivate us to 
do both than to think what Christmas all means? Many spend "tons" of time "getting 
ready for Christmas"...but feel 2 hours of worship is "too much" when the day comes!!  
May that not be you..come to both...and invite friends to come with you!

PRAYERS
You are encouraged to keep the following members of our congregation in your prayers...
members who are confined to nursing homes, sick or something other: Eileen Brekken, 
Boyd Daley, Charlotte Nelson, and Lois Pieper.  If you know of others who might be 
added to this list, please inform Pastor Kock.

CALL MEETING
A special meeting for the purpose of calling another pastor will take place on Dec. 30th 
shortly following the Worship Service.

JUST A THOUGHT
"A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle."


