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a WELCOME b
Today is Easter Sunday, the day on which we commemorate the 
resurrection of our Lord from the dead.  On this day Christians 
throughout the world join their voices in praise and proclamation of 
the most central fact of their faith – that Jesus suffered on the cross, 
died, was buried, and rose on the third day.
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit!  If you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite you to 
worship with us again.  Please sign our guest register.

a ORDER OF WORSHIP b

OPENING PRAYER
P: Jesus, you are alive today and forever!  We thank you that because you 

live, we also will live.  Your resurrection proved that your sacrifice on the 
cross has taken away our sin.  Help us to live everyday in the new life you 
have given us, and help us to eagerly await the eternal life in heaven that 
you alone have won for us.  Amen.

HYMN 359 This Is the Feast 

INVOCATION AND EASTER ACCLAMATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. 
P: This is the day the Lord has made.
C: We will rejoice and be glad in it.
P: For the angel said, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?
C: He is not here; He is risen.
P: The Lord is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION
P: For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
C: to bring us to God.
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P: God commands all people everywhere to repent.  Almighty God,
C: Please save us for we have sinned against You by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone.
P: Jesus died on the cross to pay the debt for our sins.  He lived a perfect life that 

is credited to us as though it were our righteousness. And now, because Jesus 
lives, you shall live also. Through Him, I as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.  Thanks be to God!

THE SALUTATION
P: The LORD be with you.
C: And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the Day)
P: Let us pray.  Almighty God the Father, through your one and only Son, Jesus 

Christ, you have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us.
C: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, 

may be rescued from sin and death by your life-giving Spirit;
P: Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

THE PSALM Psalm 118:15-29
P: Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous:
C: “The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!
P: The Lord’s right hand is lifted high;
C: the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!”
P: I will not die but live,
C: and will proclaim what the Lord has done.
P: The Lord has chastened me severely,
C: but he has not given me over to death.
P: Open for me the gates of the righteous;
C: I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
P: This is the gate of the Lord
C: through which the righteous may enter.
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P: I will give you thanks, for you answered me;
C: you have become my salvation.
P: The stone the builders rejected
C: has become the cornerstone;
P: the Lord has done this,
C: and it is marvelous in our eyes.
P: The Lord has done it this very day;
C: let us rejoice today and be glad.
P: Lord, save us!
C: Lord, grant us success!
P: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: From the house of the Lord we bless you.
P: The Lord is God, and he has made his light shine on us.
C: With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the altar.
P: You are my God, and I will praise you;
C: you are my God, and I will exalt you.
P: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C: his love endures forever.
C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

READINGS Christian Worship 3-Year Series — Year C

The Old Testament — Exodus 15:1-11
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:

“I will sing to the Lord,
    for he is highly exalted.
Both horse and driver
    he has hurled into the sea.
“The Lord is my strength and my defense;
    he has become my salvation.
He is my God, and I will praise him,
    my father’s God, and I will exalt him.
The Lord is a warrior;
    the Lord is his name.
Pharaoh’s chariots and his army



    he has hurled into the sea.
The best of Pharaoh’s officers
    are drowned in the Red Sea.
The deep waters have covered them;
    they sank to the depths like a stone.
Your right hand, Lord,
    was majestic in power.
Your right hand, Lord,
    shattered the enemy.
“In the greatness of your majesty
    you threw down those who opposed you.
You unleashed your burning anger;
    it consumed them like stubble.
By the blast of your nostrils
    the waters piled up.
The surging waters stood up like a wall;
    the deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea.
The enemy boasted,
    ‘I will pursue, I will overtake them.
I will divide the spoils;
    I will gorge myself on them.
I will draw my sword
    and my hand will destroy them.’
But you blew with your breath,
    and the sea covered them.
They sank like lead
    in the mighty waters.
Who among the gods
    is like you, Lord?
Who is like you—
    majestic in holiness,
awesome in glory,
    working wonders?

The Epistle — 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached 
to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  By 
this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.  
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Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve.  After that, he appeared 
to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, 
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.  Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles,  and last of all he appeared to 
me also, as to one abnormally born.
For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  But by the grace of God 
I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect.  No, I worked 
harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.  
Whether, then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you 
believed.

The Holy Gospel — Luke 24:1-12
On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took 
the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.  They found the stone 
rolled away from the tomb,  but when they entered, they did not find the 
body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were wondering about this, suddenly 
two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them.  In their 
fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the 
men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He 
is not here; he has risen!  Remember how he told you, while he was still 
with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands 
of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ”  Then they 
remembered his words.
When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the 
Eleven and to all the others.  It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles.  
But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them 
like nonsense.  Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb.  Bending 
over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, 
wondering to himself what had happened.
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THE CREED
P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words 

of the Apostles Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,
  His only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
	 	 	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,
	 	 	 was	crucified,
   died and was buried.
  He descended into hell;
  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46]  Amen.

HYMN 352 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

THE SERMON "He Lives!!!" John 20:1-9

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And 
lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

OFFERING
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HYMN VERSE
C: [sing] We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’re the gift may be;

All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

HYMN 351 I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

THE COLLECT
P: Let us give thanks and pray:
 We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your only-begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  We 
thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, 
and by Your blood have blotted out all our transgressions.  We thank You, Lord, 
the Holy Spirit, that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of 
nothing to trust for our salvation except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  O God, 
grant us Your grace, that we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for 
the sake of the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by 
Your Holy Spirit, that, in the power of our Redeemer's death, we may day by day 
put off sin, and never forsake the Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face 
in life eternal.  We ask it all in Christ's name.

C: [sing p. 58]  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The LORD look on you with favor and give 
you His peace.

C: [sing p. 59]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 350 He's Risen, He's Risen

CLOSING PRAYER
P: Almighty God, grant that the Word which we have heard this day may 

through Your grace be planted in our hearts that we may bring forth the 
fruit of the Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

___________________________________________________________________________
Organist:  Darek Hartwig

Scripture readings taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 
Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved.


