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a ORDER OF WORSHIP b

OPENING PRAYER
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your 

presence to hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by 
Your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of Your Word we may be 
taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life and death, and to 
grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Christ’s sake.  Amen.

HYMN 1 Blessed Jesus, at Thy Word 

CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord:  let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have 
done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:  Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (Lord, have mercy)

C: [sing, p. 42]  O God the Father in heaven, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us.
 O God the Holy Ghost, true Comforter, have mercy upon us.
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SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY February 16, 2020

a WELCOME b
Welcome to all in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit! If you are a guest today, we welcome you and invite 
you to worship with us again. Please sign our guest register.
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THE ABSOLUTION
P:	 Upon	this	your	confession,	I,	by	virtue	of	my	office,	as	a	called	and	ordained	

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the 
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (Glory to God in the Highest)

P: Glory be to God in the highest.
C: [sing p. 44]  And on earth peace, good will toward men.
 All glory be to God on high Who hath our race befriended!
 To us no harm shall now come nigh, The strife at last is ended;
 God showeth His good will to men, And peace shall dwell on earth again;
 O thank Him for His Goodness!

THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
C: [sing, p. 45]  And with your spirit.

THE COLLECT (Prayer of the Day)

C: O God, You see that we do not put our trust in anything we do: 
Mercifully grant that by Your power we may be defended against all 
adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

 [sing, p. 45]  Amen.

READINGS HISTORIC LECTIONARY

OLD TESTAMENT — Isaiah 55:10–13
The Power of God’s Word

“For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven,
And do not return there,
But water the earth,
And make it bring forth and bud,
That it may give seed to the sower
And bread to the eater,
So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth;
It shall not return to Me void,
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But it shall accomplish what I please,
And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.
“For you shall go out with joy,
And be led out with peace;
The mountains and the hills
Shall break forth into singing before you,
And	all	the	trees	of	the	field	shall	clap	their	hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress tree,
And instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree;
And it shall be to the LORD for a name,
For	an	everlasting	sign	that	shall	not	be	cut	off.”	NKJV

GRADUAL
P: Let the people know that Your Name is the LORD
C: You alone are the Most High over all the earth.
P: O my God, make them like the whirling dust,
C:	 Like	chaff	before	the	wind!
P: O God, You have shown Your people hard things
C: That Your beloved may be delivered, save with Your Right Hand.
P: Christ has humbled Himself and become obedient unto death,
C: Even the death of the Cross.

EPISTLE — 2 Corinthians 11:21–12:9
St. Paul Boasts about his Weaknesses

To our shame I say that we were too weak for that! But in whatever 
anyone is bold—I speak foolishly—I am bold also.
Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed 
of Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I 
am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons 
more	frequently,	in	deaths	often.	From	the	Jews	five	times	I	received	forty	
stripes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; 
three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the 
deep; in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of 
my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils 
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in 
weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings 
often, in cold and nakedness—besides the other things, what comes upon 



me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am 
not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation?
If	I	must	boast,	I	will	boast	in	the	things	which	concern	my	infirmity.	The	
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows 
that I am not lying. In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was 
guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest 
me; but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and 
escaped from his hands.
It	is	doubtless	not	profitable	for	me	to	boast.	I	will	come	to	visions	and	
revelations of the Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do 
not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 
And I know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I do 
not know, God knows—how he was caught up into Paradise and heard 
inexpressible	words,	which	it	is	not	lawful	for	a	man	to	utter.	Of	such	a	
one	I	will	boast;	yet	of	myself	I	will	not	boast,	except	in	my	infirmities.	
For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak the 
truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me 
to be or hears from me.
And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revelations,	a	thorn	in	the	flesh	was	given	to	me,	a	messenger	of	Satan	
to	buffet	me,	lest	I	be	exalted	above	measure.	Concerning	this	thing	I	
pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. And He 
said	to	me,	“My	grace	is	sufficient	for	you,	for	My	strength	is	made	perfect	
in	weakness.”	Therefore	most	gladly	I	will	rather	boast	in	my	infirmities,	
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. NKJV

HOLY GOSPEL — Luke 8:4–15
The Parable of the Sower

And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come to Him 
from every city, He spoke by a parable: “A sower went out to sow his 
seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled 
down, and the birds of the air devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as 
soon as it sprang up, it withered away because it lacked moisture. And 
some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked 
it. But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a 
hundredfold.”	When	He	had	said	these	things	He	cried,	“He	who	has	
ears	to	hear,	let	him	hear!”
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Then	His	disciples	asked	Him,	saying,	“What	does	this	parable	mean?”
And He said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that
    ‘Seeing they may not see,
    And hearing they may not understand.’
“Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those by the 
wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away 
the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. But 
the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word 
with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time 
of temptation fall away. Now the ones that fell among thorns are those 
who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, 
and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. But the ones that fell 
on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble 
and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience." NKJV

RESPONSE
P: Here end the Scripture readings.
C: [sing, p. 46]  God be prais-éd for His glad tidings.

THE CREED
P: Having heard God’s Word, we confess our Christian faith using the words of 

the Apostles Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
  Maker of heaven and earth.
 And in Jesus Christ,
  His only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
   born of the virgin Mary
	 	 	 suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,
	 	 	 was	crucified,
   died and was buried.
  He descended into hell;
  The third day he rose again from the dead;
  He ascended into heaven
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
  From there he shall come to judge the living and the dead.
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy Christian Church,
  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,
  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting.
C: [sing, p. 46]  Amen.

HYMN 230 Speak, O Lord, Thy Servant Heareth

THE SERMON  Good Seed, Bad Soil Luke 8:4-15

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  Amen.

OFFERING
HYMN VERSE

C: [sing] We give Thee but Thine own, Whate’re the gift may be;
 All that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

HYMN 233 The Gospel Shows the Father's Grace 

THE COLLECT
P: Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy 

You have given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You gather Your 
people into Your Christian Church. We humbly ask, grant us Your Holy 
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Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according 
to	it,	and	ever	increase	in	Christian	faith,	and	hope,	and	love,	and	finally	
obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

C: [sing p. 58]  Amen.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  The LORD make His face shine on you 

and be gracious to you.  The LORD look on you with favor and give  you 
His peace.

C: [sing p. 59]  Amen, amen, amen.

HYMN 594 On What Has Now Been Sown

THE CLOSING PRAYER
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us 

what You would have us believe and do.  Help us, O God, by Your Holy 
Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we 
thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted 
in life and death.  Amen.

If you are planning to bring a grandchild or a Sunday School age 
child and would like them to attend Sunday School, please text or 
call Linda @ 608-566-7654 before 7:00 a.m. Sunday morning.

Jessica Boyd
Judy Zemke

Organist: Darek Hartwig


